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COEDFFRANC TOWN COUNCIL 

 
ARBORICULTURAL POLICY 

 
 

This policy is intended as a guide to Elected Members, Council Employees, Businesses, Members of the Public 
and all interested parties on how they can expect trees on Town Council owned land to be managed. 
We rely on trees; they assist with improving the quality of life, providing shade, recreation, cleaner air and a 
spiritual uplift. We have a vision and commitment to ensure that trees continue to benefit communities, 
businesses and enhance the area. This vision recognises their value as an asset to the areas where they have 
grown for many years and to their future. 
 
Tree Management 
 
Tree Inspections – All trees on Council owned land are subject to an inspection to assess their condition. 
Guidance:  
Council has agreed frequency of inspections. Inspections may be carried out formally by an independent 
contractor or informally by the Town Council’s staff. 
 
Trees that are dead, dying or dangerous 
 
Trees may be identified as dead, dying or dangerous either through planned tree inspections or as a result 
of a request to inspect. 
Guidance: 
Where trees are identified as dead, dying or dangerous, remedial work will be programmed in accordance 
with their risk. 
 
Overhanging Branches 
 
Upon receipt of a request, the Town Council may arrange for the branches to be inspected.  Methodology 
used will be a visual assessment and risk assessment to evaluate their safety.  If overhanging branches are 
healthy and structurally sound, there is no legal requirement for their removal. 
Guidance: 
If after inspection the overhanging branch is not deemed to be a danger, then arboricultural work is unlikely.  
However, each case will be assessed individually. 
 
Size of Trees 
 
Large trees are not necessarily dangerous. 
Guidance: 
If after inspection the tree is not deemed to be a danger, then arboricultural work is unlikely. 
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Interference with Light 
 
There is no general “Right to Light”.  Any legal right to light has to be acquired as an easement, so therefore 
will only be relevant in special cases relating to particular properties.  It should be noted, however, that 
easement of light do not extend to gardens. 
Guidance: 
No work will be carried out to trees on Council owned land where there is a claim of right to light unless 
there is a legal claim to do so. 
 
Interference with overhead Cables 
 
Legal responsibility to maintain clearance around overhead cables to provide an uninterrupted service to 
their customers lies with the relevant utilities companies. 
Guidance: 
Utility companies will be contacted regarding any concerns with branches interfering with their cables. 
 
Interference with Satellite/TV reception 
 
There is not legal requirement to prune or fell healthy trees to provide an improved Satellite/TV reception. 
Guidance: 
The Town Council will not carry out arboricultural works on trees where there is a claim of trees affecting 
such reception. 
 
Shedding of Leaves 
 

The shedding of leaves and leaf litter is a natural process and there is no legal requirement to clear fallen 
leaves from private property. 
Guidance: 
The Town Council will not clear leaves from private properties. 
 
Trespassing of Root System 
 
If the Tree in question is deemed to be healthy and safe, there is no legal requirement to remove trespassing 
roots unless damage is occurring to adjacent properties.  The onus to prove that damage is on the affected 
land owner. 
Guidance: 
Each case will be evaluated on its own merit. 
 
Biodiversity 
 
There is legislation with regards to the protection of wildlife, this needs to be considered when carrying out 
work on trees, such as: 



 
ISS NO:  001 

CRN: 

DATE: 16/09/20 

AUTHORISATION:  Wendy Thomas/Full Council 

SIGNATURE: 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) – Protecting wild birds, their eggs, young and nests. 
Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 – Giving additional protection to bats roosting in trees. 
Guidance: 
 
Wherever possible when planning works to trees, the effects on wildlife will be taken into consideration.  
This will aim to protect wildlife such as nesting birds, bats, badgers etc.  However, it is to be noted that this 
is not always possible where works of an urgent nature to protect life are identified. 
 
Trees on Private Land 
 
The Town Council has no authority over trees on private land. 
Guidance: 
Guidance should be sought from the Unitary Authority. 
  
 


