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1. BACKGROUND 

 
1.1 All Public Sector bodies in Wales have a duty to prepare and publish a Biodiversity Plan, 
setting out its proposals to comply with the requirements of the Environment (Wales) Act, 
section 6, duty in the exercise of its functions, and in doing so, to promote the resilience of 
ecosystems.  
 

2. ISSUES 

 
2.1 The Biodiversity Plan looks at how Coedffranc Town Council manages and improves 
natural resources to ensure that biodiversity and sustainability are considered in all service 
areas and are core themes in service delivery, becoming an integral part of the decision 
making processes throughout the Town Council.  
 
2.2 The actions in the Biodiversity Forward Plan, will be reported on every three years in 
accordance with statutory requirements, and reviewed and updated at the end of each 3-
year reporting period.   
  
2.3 These actions will address at least one of our identified objectives (taken from the 
Action Plan). 
 
2.4 Actions to deliver against these objectives may be presented in a further report to the 
Full Council for approval. 
    
2.5 The Plan has been considered in the context of the Environment (Wales) Act, the 
Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and others as detailed in the report.    
 
2.6 The biodiversity duty seeks to improve the environment for all to benefit, and with the 
aim that results in biodiversity enhancement and conservation, and a more sustainable way 
of living, to protect our resources and ensure that future generations have the same or 
better quality of life.   
 
2.7 Some areas could require collaboration with NPTCBC and other partner organisations to 
ensure delivery.   
 
3. How do proposals evidence and contribute to our Well-being Objectives?  

 



ISS NO:  001 

CRN:  

DATE: 16/12/2019 

Review Date:  December 2023 

AUTHORISATION:  Wendy Thomas/Full Council 

SIGNATURE: 

3 

 

3.1 The Biodiversity Forward Plan works alongside the Well-Being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act and strives to achieve the same, particularly in the following areas:   
 

• A Prosperous Wales: promoting and striving to achieve a low carbon society which 
recognises the limits of the global environment and therefore uses resources 
efficiently and proportionally (including acting on climate change)   

• A Resilient Wales: a nation which maintains and enhances a biodiverse natural 
environment with healthy functioning ecosystems that support social, economic and 
ecological resilience and the capacity to adapt to change (for example climate 
change)   

 

• A Globally Responsible Wales: a nation which, when doing anything to improve the 
economic, social, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales, takes account of 
whether doing such a thing may make a positive contribution to global well-being.  

 
3.2 The plan embodies the Sustainable Development Principle by promoting each of these 

aspects with the aim of conserving and enhancing biodiversity and promoting the resilience 

of ecosystems.    

 
3.3 Long Term: This plan sets out what specific actions are required to conserve and 

enhance biodiversity today for our generations tomorrow. A more detailed plan will be 

developed to incorporate a 3-yearly reporting schedule which will enable us to assess 

whether Coedffranc Town Council has been successful.  

 
3.4 Involvement:  Some of these aims will be translated directly into the Strategic Plan, 

which will reference the Biodiversity Forward Plan.    

 
3.5 Collaboration: The delivery of the Plan will require maintenance of the existing 

partnerships and creating further working partnerships, with other public bodies and the 

voluntary sector.  

 
3.6 Prevention: The Biodiversity Forward Plan will be produced with a strong prevention 

element, looking at ways to conserve existing biodiversity and reduce further losses arising 

through the implementation of Coedffranc Town Councils functions. 

     
4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
4.1 Actions resulting from the Biodiversity Forward Plan to meet the Authority’s obligations 

under section 6, of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 will need to be funded from existing 

budgets.    
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5. LEGAL & EQUALITY RISK ASSESSMENT 

 
5.1 The Authority (Coedffranc Town Council) has a statutory requirement (placed on all public 

authorities in Wales)) under section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to demonstrate 

how the Authority will “seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the proper exercise of 

their functions and in doing so promote the resilience of ecosystems”.   

5.2 The Authority (Coedffranc Town Council) must prepare and publish a plan before the end 

of the 2019, and before the end of every third year after 2019, publish a report of what it has 

done to comply with the biodiversity duty (Environment (Wales) Act, sections 6(6) and 6(7).  

Contact Officer: Background Papers: 

Wendy Thomas 
Town Clerk 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted 
The Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted  

 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6 The Biodiversity and Ecosystems 
Resilience Duty Report December 2019 

Action Plan 

Coedffranc Town Council provides a range of services to its local community which have an 
impact on biodiversity.  These include the following areas:- 

• Skewen Park 

• Tennant Park 

• Coedffranc Cemetery 

• Crymlyn Burrows Park 

• Llandarcy Park 

• Jersey Marine Park 
 

Coedffranc Town Council promote sustainability and biodiversity by pursing sustainability 
and practices whenever possible.  
 
Biodiversity matters for a whole variety of reasons: - ethically, emotionally, environmentally, 
and economically.  It is at the very foundation of our society and the basis of our economic 
success and well-being. 
 
It is recognised that this Action Plan needs to be delivered in an ongoing climate of reduced 
public funding, stretched budgets, potential governance and funding reforms together with 
the uncertainty over funding leading up to Brexit and beyond. 
 
Coedffranc Town Council has a number of traditional roles to deliver biodiversity and 
ecosystems resilience which include physical assets within our property portfolio and 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted
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sustainable procurement principles in our approach to providing public services through 
partnership working with NPTCBC and the Public Services Board. 
 
As an authority our ecological footprint in low (ecological footprint = sustainability).  
However, evidence relating to biodiversity needs to be improved to contribute to the overall 
Well Being Goals for all of our sites. 
 
 

 
Action Carried Out  

 
Description 

 
Monitored by 

Embed biodiversity into 
decision making & 
procurement 

• Reflected the commitment to 
biodiversity and natural areas in 
Council’s Wellbeing Reports and 
during decisions taken at Council 
Meetings. 

• Taken into account biodiversity 
considerations when considering 
planning applications and other 
associated maters. 

Commitments made 
in documents 
 
 
 
Consideration of 
biodiversity 
demonstrated in 
decisions on planning 
applications 
 

Raise awareness of 
biodiversity & its 
importance 

• Coedffranc Town Council has a 
good track record of contributing 
positively to the local environment 
and promoting sustainability. 

• The Council recognises that public 
places must relate to people 
providing places to site, relax and 
enjoy the environment provided. 

• Coedffranc Town Council provide 
training sessions for their staff. 
 

Through feedback 
from Council 
Members and 
residents 

Safeguard principal 
species and habitats 

Within the Councils sites there are many 
Trees, hedges, bushes and flower beds.  
These provide vital habitats for birds, 
insects and small mammals providing 
nesting opportunities, food and 
pollinators 

Ongoing observations 

Restore & create 
habitats and resilient 
ecological networks 

The Council has turned over large areas of 
grassland to be converted into meadows 
to increase pollinators and enhance 
wildlife and diversity. 

Area of wildlife 
habitat increased 
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Number of nesting 
sites provided 

Tackle negative factors: 
for e.g. reduce 
pollution, use nature 
based solutions, 
address invasive 
species 

• The council has converted its 
Christmas Decorations to LED 
lights. 

• The Council has investigated and 
invested in more battery charged 
equipment as part of its park 
maintenance responsibilities. 

• The Council has changed whenever 
possible to the use of more 
environmentally friendly products 
within. 

• Japanese knotweed has been 
tackled to protect natural flora.  

• As evidence of our commitment to 
delivering and encouraging 
sustainable solutions, the council 
has become members of Cynnal 
Cymru which was an objective 
from the 2016 Annual Report. 

• The Council hopes to encourage 
others to make sustainable 
development in their decision 
making processes.   

• The Council have investigated, and 
now use horticultural chemicals 
that have less impact on the 
environment, which are more 
effective so they can be used less 
often. 

• The Council recycles their waste 
whenever possible. 

• The Council have improved their 
cultural practices on their turf 
sports facilities. 

• More efficient machinery has been 
purchased which produce lower 
emissions. 

New LED lights in 
place 
 
Better performing 
equipment has been 
purchased 
 
Evidenced through 
procurement 
 
 
Areas of invasive 
species have been 
tackled 
 
Coedffranc Town 
Council continues to 
be a Member of 
Cynnal Cymru 
 
The Council works in 
partnership with 
other organisations 
 
Amount of pesticide 
applied has been 
reduced. 
 
 
 
Increase in recycled 
waste. 
Reduced harmful 
products 
 
Better performing 
equipment has been 
purchased 
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• The Council shred smaller branches 
that have been cut and use the 
mulch for the flower beds. 

• Green waste is composted and 
used in the flower beds with the 
liquid being made into spray 
fertiliser. 

• The Council dispose of all ink and 
toner cartridges responsibly. 

• Rechargeable batteries are used 
when possible. 

• Systems are in place for dealing 
with decontamination run off for 
spillages of products which are 
deemed hazardous to be dealt 
with by normal drainage and 
watercourses. 

 

Mulch used within 
the Councils sites 
 
Fertiliser used in 
parks 
 
Cartridges disposed 
of correctly 
 
 
Spillage kits are 
available for use 

Use, improve and share 
evidence 

Coedffranc Town council has worked with 
NPTCBC Biodiversity team to increase 
knowledge to transform grass land into 
meadow. 

Meadow land now in 
place 

Support capacity, 
and/or other 
organisations 

• The Council has worked with 
Skewen Historical Society to plant 
two trees to commemorate WW1 
in Skewen Park. 

• If bee nests are located within any 
of our properties, they are safely 
recovered and relocated by 
professional bee keepers. 

• Coedffranc Town Council have 
provided opportunities for social 
responsibility groups such as the 
Probation Service to work in their 
sites. 

• Wood from any trees cut down are 
collected and used by the 
community.  These are provided 
free of charge. 

• Coedffranc Town Council has 
provided opportunities for 
Volunteers to get out into the 

New trees in place 
 
 
 
Bee nests have been 
relocated 
 
 
 
Probation Service 
have worked within 
the Council’s sites 
 
 
Wood collected from 
Council’s site. 
 
Volunteers have 
worked within the 
Council’s sites 
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community and have provided 
support thorough this process. 
 

Key outcomes:  • The Council has agreed to introduce Bee Friendly Meadow 
Areas in Skewen Park has been a success, especially as it 
has proved attractive to residents to helping biodiversity.  
Also there has been a reduction of the implications of HAVS 
through the reduction of mowing and strimming. 

• Procurement of more environmentally favourable products 
has been incorporated into the Council’s operations 

 

Identified 
Improvements/Review 
points 

• Safeguard more species and habitats of principle 
importance and improve their management 

• Engage and support participation and understanding to 
embed biodiversity throughout decision making at all levels 

• Improve our evidence, understanding and monitoring 

• Install nesting boxes in key sites 

• Continue to procure more environmentally favourable 
products 

• Restrict use of pesticides on council sites 

• Continue to recycle as much as possible 

• Change mowing regimes to encourage wildflowers and 
other pollinator friendly plants, also providing cover for 
small mammals and reptiles in areas identified for meadow 

• Manage our estate management and procurement 
activities in a way that protects, and where possible, 
enhances existing ecological value 
 

How and when will the 
S6 duty be monitored 
and the S6 plan 
reviewed? 

The Authority (Coedffranc Town Council) must prepare and publish 
a plan before the end of the 2019, and before the end of every 
third year after 2019, publish a report of what it has done to 
comply with the biodiversity duty (Environment (Wales) Act, 
sections 6(6) and 6(7). 

 

 


