
COEDFFRANC TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Statutory Meeting of the Council Meeting held on Wednesday 20th January 2021 via 
video conferencing. 

 

Attendance:  Cllrs APH Davies, DK Davies, A Wingrave, JS Jones, M Harvey, P Davies, J Thomas, K 
Whitehead, N Harvey, C Wingrave, C Fletcher. 
 

Part Attendance: Cllr V James. 

 

1860: Apologies: Cllrs B Richards 
 

1861: To receive Declarations of Interest. 
None. 
Additionally, it was noted that no Member that had declared an interest in the last meeting took 
any part in the approval of the minutes for that meeting. 
 

1862: To approve and sign the Minutes of Previous meetings: - 

a) Council Meeting held on 16th December 2020. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

b) Estates Committee Meeting held on 12th January 2021. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

1863: Matters arising from the minutes. (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
None. 
 

1864: To receive and approve the accounts schedule for payments and to select two account numbers 
for a full explanation at the next meeting. 
Accounts were received in the sum of £8,592.91.  Account No’s 1163 and 1194 were selected at random 
for an explanation by the Clerk at the next meeting. Copies of the accounts were circulated by email, and 
the Clerk responded to member’s queries. 
Resolved:  That the payments are approved. 
 

1865: To receive an explanation from the Clerk concerning Account No’s: 1145 and 1146. 
The Clerk provided explanations, which were accepted by the Council. 
 

1866: Planning Applications:  

To receive a Report on Planning Applications that have been dealt with between meetings. 
The information was noted by the Members. 

 

1867: To receive a report from any Member concerning meetings at which he or she represented the 
Council. 
None. 
 
 
 
            Cont…. 
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1868: To receive a report from the Estates Committee/Full Council regarding the gate entrance that has 
been created into Coedffranc Cemetery. 
Cllr A Wingrave reported on the Meeting.  It was noted that Cllr A Wingrave had provided photographs of 

the gate as the meeting was held virtually. The Members discussed the issue.  It was agreed to proceed with 

the Recommendation of Option B which is to charge for an Access Licence, and only allow access between 

the 1st March and 31st October.  Cllr APH Davies suggested it would be wise to take photos of the entire 

perimeter of the Cemetery and Cllr A Wingrave volunteered to carry out the task of taking the photos. 

Resolved:  That Option B of the Recommendations is approved and that Cllr A Wingrave is given 

permission from the Council to take the photos of the perimeter of the cemetery.    

  

1869: To receive a Report from the Clerk regarding sickness and disciplinary issues. 
The Clerk provided a report which was noted by the Members. 

 

1870: To receive the Qtr 3’s Accounts Report from the Clerk. 
The Clerk presented the QTR 3 Accounts Report. 

Resolved:  That QTR 3 Accounts are approved. 

 

1871: To receive details of Aged Debtors from the Clerk. 
The information was noted by the Members. 
 

1872: To receive the Qtr 3’s Vandalism Report from the Clerk. 
The information was noted by the Members. 
 

1873: To set the Fees and Charges for the 2021/22 financial Year. 
The Members discussed the issue. 
 
Resolved:  That the following charges will be applied on 1st April 2021. 
 
Memorial Hall: 0 % increase 
Carnegie Hall:  0 % increase 
Access Licence:   0% increase 
Sports Permits   0% increase 
Sports Permits  0% increase 
Cemetery:  0% increase 

 

Cllr V James jointed the meeting at this point. 

 

1874: To set the Precept for the 2021/22 financial year. 
The Clerk reported on the financial implications of the expected NJC pay award would have on the 
salary budget.  The Clerk reported that based on estimates of 2% uplift for the staff there would be an 
increase in the nett salary budget by £6,157 on the previous financial year. The Clerk reported that the 
estimated pension and NI costs to the Council for the 2021/22 financial year would increase by £2,077                
on the previous financial year because they are impacted by the above pay award and increases in 
pension costs.   This gives an overall salary budget increase of £8,234. 
 
The Clerk reported that since 2014, the rates for the grounds staff have increased from £6.56 per hour 
up to £9.27 from April 2020.  This is an increase of 41%, compared to an increase of just 6% for the 
Park Superintendent and Clerk during the same period.   

 
            Cont… 
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The Clerk reported on the current year’s Capital Budget and Earmarked Reserves: - 
 
The Clerk reported that the 2020/21 capital budget had not been spent.  However, £11,800 had been 
paid out for the repairs on Carnegie Hall after the flooding but a sum of £10,930 had been received 
from the Council’s Insurance Policy to offset the costs. 
 
The Clerk reminded the Members that £7,000 had been paid for the Shelter in Skewen Park, but that 
all the money had been covered by Grant Funding within the same financial year so there was no real 
cost outlay. 
 
The Clerk reminded the Members that Jersey Marine Community Centre had been sold and an amount 
of £71,000 had been received.  Additionally, grant funding had been received of £7,000 for the Shelter 
in Skewen Park and £8,000 grant funding had been received for the MUGA which had been installed 
the previous financial year. 
 
Additionally, the Clerk reminded Members that she had been successful in obtaining £7,737 for loss of 
income during QTR 1 of the 2020/21 financial year due to losses incurred by Covid 19. 
 
The Clerk reported that a Nil % increase to each household would result in £1,139 more precept from 
NPTCBC than the previous financial year. However, this would still result in a shortfall for the revenue 
budget of £5,504. 
 
A 2.5% increase would result in each household paying £2.76 per annum more for a Band D property.  
However, it was noted that the majority of properties in Coedffranc are Band B or C which would 
reduce the premium to these households. 
 
A 2.5% increase to each household would give the Council a Capital Budget of £4,492 which is a 
decrease in the Capital Budget of £803 compared to last year. 
 
The Members decided to recommend that there is a 2.5% increase to the taxpayer, which would give 
an overall Precept from NPTCBC of £409,844. 
 
It was recommended that the Capital Budget of £4,492 should not be allocated to any specific project 
until further discussion had taken place. 
 
Ear marked reserves carried forward 2020/21 
Flooring in Caewathan Community Centre £3,275 
 
The Clerk reminded the Members that a 3-year Insurance Contract had been negotiated on behalf of 
the Council which the Members had recommended approving. 
 
The Clerk presented a list of payments that are made by Direct Debit/Standing Order/BACS on a 
monthly/quarterly basis for annual approval.  The costs listed below are current costs and are liable to 
occasional increases. 
 
Direct Debits   Description     Monthly 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Carnegie Hall   £265 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Memorial Hall  £321 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Coedffranc Cemetery  £171 



Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Crymlyn Burrows CC  £96 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Caewathan CC  £139 
Sage UK Ltd   Software Licence and support  £150.00 
Pitney Bowes   Rental & Maintenance Franking Machine £71.00 qtr 
Howard Finance Ltd  Telephone Network System   £114.80qtr 
 
BACS 
Wages    Monthly Salaries for staff   Varies. 
 
Standing Orders 
Aubergine    Website maintenance and support  £299 per annum 
Caewathan CC   Community Centre allowance  £100.00 
Crymlyn Burrows CC  Community Centre allowance   £65.00 
        

 
The Members approved the D/D, BACS and Standing Order payments for the next financial year. 
 
Resolved:  That there is 2.5% increase to the taxpayer, and that all the other recommendations are 
approved.   

 

1875:  To receive confirmation from NPTCBC that a Bye-election has not been called for the Vacancy in 
the North Ward and receive an update from the Clerk regarding the actions she had undertaken in 
accordance with Regulations.  
The Clerk informed the Members that a Bye election had not been called and that the Town Council 
now had the opportunity to advertise for a Co-option.  The Clerk reported that she had received one 
expression of interest but the closing date was not until Thursday 21st January so the co-option 
could not take place until the meeting in February 2021. 
 

1876: To receive information from the Internal Auditor. 
The Members discussed the issue. 

Resolved:  That the price increase is accepted, and the Council remain with the current Internal Auditor for 

the remaining term of the Agreement. 

 

1877: Correspondence. 
None. 
 

1878: To resolve to exclude the public and press in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100, the meeting 
is open to the public to attend as observers except where excluded by resolution of the Town Council by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, so it is advisable in the public interest 
that the press and public are excluded from the remainder of the meeting. 
Resolved:  That the press and public are excluded. 
 

1879: To receive an update from the Mayor/Clerk regarding an ongoing legal issue. 
The Mayor gave the Members an update.  The Members discussed the issue. 

Resolved:  That no actions are taken until the investigations have been completed.   
 

 

Cllr M Harvey 
Mayor 


