
 

 

Please note that these minutes are only a Draft, 
 and could be changed at the next Council Meeting before approval. 

 

COEDFFRANC TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Statutory Meeting of the Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21st April 2021 via 
video conferencing. 

 

Attendance: Cllrs APH Davies, DK Davies, A Wingrave, M Harvey, J Thomas, K Whitehead, C Wingrave, C 
Fletcher, V James, K Langford. 
 

1908: Apologies:  Cllrs JS Jones, T Bevan, B Richards, P Davies, N Harvey, I Ross, C Fletcher. 
 

1909: To receive Declarations of Interest. 
None. 
Additionally, it was noted that no Member that had declared an interest in the last meeting took 
any part in the approval of the minutes for that meeting. 

 

1910: To approve and sign the Minutes of Previous meetings: - 

a) Council Meeting held on 17th March 2021. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 
b) Estates Committee Meeting held on 18th March 2021. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 
 

1911: Matters arising from the minutes. (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
None. 
 

1912: To receive and approve the accounts schedule for payments and to select two account numbers 
for a full explanation at the next meeting. 
Accounts were received in the sum of £31,001.20.  Account No’s 1280 and 1336 were selected at random 
for an explanation by the Clerk at the next meeting. Copies of the accounts were circulated by email, and 
the Clerk responded to member’s queries. 
Resolved:  That the payments are approved. 
 

1913: To receive an explanation from the Clerk concerning Account No’s: 1237 and 1263.  
The Clerk provided explanations, which were accepted by the Council. 
 

1914: Planning Applications:  

To receive a Report on Planning Applications that have been dealt with between meetings. 
The information was noted by the Members. 
 

1915: To receive a report from any Member concerning meetings at which he or she represented the 
Council. 
APH Davies reported that he had attended two One Voice Wales Webinars. 
 

1916: To receive a report from the Estates Committee. 
Cllr A Wingrave gave a report on the meeting. 
 



 

 

2. Struthers Church Fence 
Resolved:  That Struthers Church are asked to repair the existing fence instead of installing palisade, but 
permission was granted for Struthers to install a gate for access. 
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3. Inspect Coedffranc Cemetery with a view to landscaping/terracing: - 
Cllr A Wingrave reported that the recommendation was to form a sub-committee with a view to studying 
the proposals in more detail.  Cllr APH Davies reported on the historical drainage issues within the 
cemetery and the need to find the natural water table.  Cllr APH Davies stated that he felt the best option 
would be to run a land draining above the graves at the top of the cemetery with a sealed drainage system 
into the system on the main road.  He reported that the assistance of engineers from NPTCBC would be 
needed for advice and permissions. 
Resolved:  That a sub-committee should be formed to study the proposals in more detail and report back 
to Council when they have accumulated more information. 
 

4. To permanently fix the closing times for Skewen Park 
The Members discussed the times that had been circuited earlier by email. 
Resolved:  That the times suggested are approved. 
 

1917:  To receive a request from the Clerk for Members to complete their self-nomination for 
Committees for the 2021/22 Council year and return them no later than 30th April 2021. 
The information was noted by the Members. 
 

1918:  To receive a report from the Clerk on the implications/legal obligations of the Local Government 
& Elections (Wales) Act 2021 on Town/Community Councils. 
The Clerk reported on the legal obligations and implication being put on the Council in regard to the Local 
Government & Elections (Wales) Act 2021.  Which were: -  

a) Council to confirm their approach for Hybrid Meetings. As an example: - 
- Annual General Meeting – in person 
- Full Council – all via remote access 
- Full Council – in person bimonthly or quarterly 
- Committees – all via remote access 
- Any other suggestions? 

 
b) Public Participation: - Council to confirm their approach to ensure public participation at meetings 

and be prepared to answer questions.  Should there be an item placed on every Agenda for public 
participation? 

 
c) Minutes. Council to note the release of Minutes in draft form 7 days after meetings. 

 
d) Prepare a Training Schedule. 

 
e) General Power of Competence requirements. 

 
Resolved:  That the above items are put onto the next Agenda for decisions and consideration. 
 



 

 

1919: To receive a request to use the tennis courts or part of the tennis courts for a dog park with agility 
course as a professional business. 
The Members discussed the request in depth.  It was reported that fencing off an area specifically for dogs 
would be expensive.  There were also concerns around contamination of dog fouling and adequate 
cleansing, dogs barking near to residents living on Wern Road and the possibility of dogs getting injured if a 
fight broke out amongst the dogs in the compound. 
Resolved: That permission is denied. 
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1920: To receive a request to use a Tennis Court to run Tiny Toes Ballet sessions. 
The Members discussed the request. 
Resolved:  That permission is granted. 
 

1921: To receive a request from the Premier League Kicks Project requesting the use of the Multi Use 
Games Area to hold free football evening sessions to give opportunities for young people in the Skewen 
area. 
The Members discussed the request. 
Resolved:  That permission is granted provided the coaches have current DBS checks in place. 
 

1922: To receive a request for a metal detectorist to have permission to detect in Skewen Park. 
The Clerk reported that a Policy had been circulated following advice by NPTCBC. Issues raised were: - 
 

• Damage to Council land, to tree roots, plants and wildlife, resulting from digging up possible finds. 
 

• Suitable and safe reinstatement, and whether the burden rests with the detectorist, furthermore 
whether the Council should inspect any reinstatement and what recourse the Council would have 
to remedy any inadequate reinstatement. 

 

• Liability in the event of a slip/trip/fall alleged to have resulted from an area dug up and not properly 
reinstated, and whether a detectorist’s Public Liability Insurance (if required) would provide 
adequate cover. Also, how would the Council identify which detectorist was responsible for digging 
a particular area of ground if more than one permit was issued for any one area. Ultimately, would 
the Council, as landowner, be liable for any injury or damage. 

 

• Requirement for insurance along with arrangements for ensuring compliance if required. It is noted 
some Council’s in England require Public Liability Insurance of £10,000,000. 

 

• Loss of historical information and damage to archaeology due to: -removing artefacts from their 
original location; removing only the metal element of the artefact; and removing any artefact 
without proper record. 

 

• The ownership of any finds other than Treasure (as defined by the Treasure Act 1996). 
 

• Provision of licences or permits and administering of these, the period of cover, maintaining a 
register, and policing those permitted or not permitted to metal detect. 

 

• Exclusivity or the issuing of more than one permit for any one area of land. 
 



 

 

• How the cost of administration and ensuring compliance would be met. 
 
The Members discussed the request. 
Resolved:  That permission is denied. 
 

1923:  To receive a request from Cllr Helen Ceri Clarke to spend some of the money acquired on the sale 
of Jersey Marine Community Centre to re-configure the playground in Jersey Marine. 
It was stated that the Council has already met with the residents affected by the playground 
previously, and that Full Council had been invited down to site to view the playground.   
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It was noted that the Council had proposed to remove the football area altogether following the 
earlier complaints, but the Council had then received a Petition with over 200 signatures asking the 
Council to keep the football apparatus in place. As a compromise, the Council has already changed 
the noisy metal football apparatus to try to rectify the noise issue that the residents living alongside 
the playground had reported by installing nets to replace the metal football apparatus which was 
reverberating when the football hit it.  The Members discussed the issue.  It was reported that by 
re-configuring the playground it would only move the issues raised to the other side of the park and 
affect other residents/properties.  It was noted that at the Full Council site visit it was agreed not to 
change the layout of the playground. 
Resolved:  That the request to re-configure the playground is denied. 
 

1924: To receive a request from Cllr Tyrone Bevan for a further Dispensation to allow him not to attend 
Council Meetings for a further 6-month period due to personal circumstances. 
The Members discussed the request. 
Resolved:  That permission is approved. 
 

1925: To receive a request from Skewen Cricket Club for permanent sight screens. 
The Members discussed the request. 
Resolved:  That permission is approved. 
 
1926: The following documents were circulated by email for the members 
information/consultation/approval during the last month. 

• Local Government & Elections (Wales) Act 2021 Update to Leaders 

• Welsh Government race Equality Action Plan 

• Welsh Government Electoral Newsletter 

• Research done around Community Assets Transfers 

• Remote Training sessions offered by One Voice Wales 

• Natural Resources Wales Appointment of Board Members 

• Climate Change Newsletter 

• Welsh Government Democratic Renewal Toolbox 

• Consultation on Local Authorities Power to Trade 

• Welsh Government Compulsory Purchase Order Scheme 

• Countryside Code Refresh 2021 
 
Resolved:  That all the items are noted or approved if applicable. 
 



 

 

1927: Correspondence. 
None. 
 

1928: To resolve to exclude the public and press in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100, the meeting 
is open to the public to attend as observers except where excluded by resolution of the Town Council by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, so it is advisable in the public interest 
that the press and public are excluded from the remainder of the meeting. 
Resolved:  That the press and public are removed from the Council Meeting. 
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1929: To receive an update from the Mayor/Clerk regarding an ongoing legal issue. 
The Mayor and Clerk provided an update and the Clerk read out a draft letter from the Solicitor acting on 
behalf of the Town Council for approval. 
Resolved:  That the letter to the residents affected drafted by the solicitor should be circulated. 
 
Cllr M Harvey 
Mayor 


