
 

 

COEDFFRANC TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Statutory Meeting of the Council Meeting held on Wednesday 19th May 2021 via video 
conferencing. 
 

Attendance: Cllrs APH Davies, M Harvey, J Thomas, K Whitehead, C Wingrave, C Fletcher, V James, K 
Langford, B Richards, P Davies, N Harvey, I Ross, AH Lovering. 
 
Part Attendance: Cllrs C Fletcher, JS Jones, DK Davies, A Wingrave. 
 

1930: Apologies: Cllrs T Bevan, K Langford. 
 

1931: To receive Declarations of Interest. 
None. 
Additionally, it was noted that no Member that had declared an interest in the last meeting took 
any part in the approval of the minutes for that meeting. 

 

1932: To approve and sign the Minutes of Previous meetings: - 

a) Council Meeting held on 21st April 2021. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

1933: Matters arising from the minutes. (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Clerk reminded Members that she either needs written confirmation that they do not wish to 
receive the £150 Allowance, or she needs to receive their personal information to enable her to set 
them up on the payroll software package as the payment is taxable.  The Clerk also reported on two 
accidents that had happened in Skewen Park in the last month. 
 

1934: To receive and approve the accounts schedule for payments and to select two account numbers 
for a full explanation at the next meeting. 
Accounts were received in the sum of £7,089.40.  Account No’s 1382J and 1328E were selected at random 
for an explanation by the Clerk at the next meeting. Copies of the accounts were circulated by email, and 
the Clerk responded to member’s queries. 
Resolved:  That the payments are approved. 

 

1935: To receive an explanation from the Clerk concerning Account No’s: 1280 and 1336. 
The Clerk provided explanations, which were accepted by the Council. 

 

1936: Planning Applications:  

To receive a Report on Planning Applications that have been dealt with between meetings. 
The information was noted by the Members.  Cllr APH Davies commented that he had personally objected 
to one Planning Application. 
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1937: To receive a report from any Member concerning meetings at which he or she represented the 
Council. 
Cllr APH Davies reported on two training courses he had attended which were run by One Voice 
Wales. 
         

1938: To receive/approve the Qtr 4 Accounts for 2020/21. 
The Members discussed the issue.   
Resolved:  That the Qtr 4 Accounts are approved for 2020/21. 
 

1939: To receive/approve the Annual Accounts for 2020/21. 
The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved:  That the Annual Accounts are approved for 2020/21. 
 

1940: To receive/approve the Annual Return for 2020/2021. 
The Clerk requested that this issue be deferred as she was still waiting for the Internal Auditor to sign off on 
the Annual Return which had been delayed due to personal circumstances.  
Resolved:  That the Annual Return is deferred to June’s Council Meeting for approval. 
 

1941: To discuss/approve the requirements of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021. 
 

a) Council to confirm their approach for Hybrid Meetings.  
It was agreed that allowing more flexibility would likely result not only in increased accessibility but 
increased attendance levels.  The Clerk reported that equipment would need to be installed to 
allow the provision of hybrid Council Meetings.  
Resolved:  That the Clerk should obtain quotes for the technology that would be needed to move 
forward with hybrid meetings.  It was also agreed that it would be up to individuals to decide if they 
join the meetings virtually or in person. 

 
Cllrs C Fletcher and JS Jones joined the meeting at this point. 
 
Cllr A Wingrave left the meeting at this point. 
 

b) Public Participation: - Council to confirm their approach to ensure public participation at 
meetings and be prepared to answer questions.  
The Clerk reported that changes had been made to the Standing Orders to allow more public 
participation.  However, it was decided to ask One Voice Wales to provide an example of best 
practice or a guide on how to encourage more public participation going forward.  
Resolved:  That the Clerk contacts One Voice Wales to provide an example of best practice or a 
guide on how to encourage more public participation going forward and report back to Council 
once in receipt of the information. 

 
c) Minutes. Council to note the release of Minutes in draft form 7 days after meetings. 

The information was noted by the Members. 
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d) Council to create and agree a Training Schedule for Councillors. 
It was agreed that some training should become Mandatory for example Code of Conduct Training.  
Cllr K Whitehead volunteered to look at the availability of training courses being run by One Voice 
Wales and put together a Training Schedule stating which courses should be mandatory, which 
should be advisory, and which courses should be up to the individual Member if they wish to 
attend. 
Resolved:  That Cllr K Whitehead be allowed to suggest a Training Schedule for Members to look at 
discuss/approve. 

 
1942: To receive/review/approve the Standing Orders for 2021/22. 
The Clerk reported on the amendments to reflect Hybrid Meetings and Public Participation at Council 
Meetings. The Members discussed the issue.   
Resolved:  That the amended Standing Orders are approved for 2021/22. 
 
1943: To receive/review/approve the Financial Regulations for 2021/22. 
The Members discussed the issue.   
Resolved:  That the Financial Regulations are approved for 2021/22. 
 

1944: To receive/approve the Annual Investment Strategy for 2021/22. 
The Members discussed the issue.   
Resolved:  That the Annual Investment Strategy is approved for 2021/22 
  

1945: To receive/approve the Annual Risk Schedule for 2021/22. 
The Members discussed the issue.   
Resolved:  That the Annual Risk Schedule is approved for 2021/22. 
 

1946: To receive quotes and discuss/approve the appointment for external contractors to provide an 
employment law consultancy package. 
The Clerk reported on the issue and listed the benefits of the package. The Members discussed the Clerk’s 
request. 
Resolved: That the lowest quote is accepted which was submitted by Croner. 
 

1947: To discuss/approve allowing the residents to create a Community Garden in Skewen Park in the 
area directly below the Scouts Hut 
The Clerk reported that Cllr A Wingrave was going to speak on the issue, but she had to leave the Council 
Meeting to attend a meeting representing NPTCBC, but she wished for the discussion to go ahead in her 
absence. The Members discussed the issue.  It was reported that Emma Jones the Area Co-ordinator was 
working with a group of people who were looking to lease the area outlined in red in the plan circulated 
with the Agenda to use as a community garden. It was noted that the group intended to get constituted 
and fund raise to allow them to fence the area off from the rest of Skewen Park.  It was noted that some of 
the area can have a tendency to hold water.  There were also concerns about disabled access to the 
community garden.  It was suggested that the land requested could be extended down as far as the Pen-yr-
Ally pathway, which would alleviate some of the access concerns and help with the water retention issue. 
Resolved:  That permission is granted in principle. However, this would be subject to the group being 
constituted and providing their own insurance.  Additionally, the group would need to able to raise enough 
funds to fence the area off from the rest of the Park.   
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It was also noted that the Council would not have any responsibility of organising the actives or carrying 
out any of the works within the community garden.  It was agreed that the Clerk should be delegated with 
the responsibility of Working with Emma Jones and the group to agree the best way forward and come up 
with a final location and report back to Council when more information becomes available.  
 

1948: To consider a request from the Sea Cadets and a resident to re-furbish the Red Telephone Kiosk in 
Llandarcy Village. 
The Members discussed the requests.  It was noted that Llandarcy is within a Conservation Area and the 
telephone kiosk should remain in keeping with the area.  It was agreed that it would be a good opportunity 
to work with the Sea Cadets to help them achieve their Duke of Edinburgh Award whilst helping the 
community in Llandarcy.  The Members also agreed to the proposal of the Sea Cadets fund raising in an 
attempt to raise enough funds to install a defibrillator in the kiosk.  Additionally, it was agreed that the 
kiosk could also hold a lending library where people could leave a book for others to read, whilst selecting 
a book to read for themselves. 
Resolved: That both requests are approved. 
 

1949: To discuss if members of the public should be given permission to carry out painting in the crazy 
golf area or park railings as raised by Cllr Annette Wingrave. 
This issue was deferred in the absence of Cllr A Wingrave. 
 
1950: The following documents were circulated by email for the members 
information/consultation/approval during the last month. 

a) Information regarding Wales Audit Town Regeneration Webinar. 
Noted by the Members. 

b) Copy of One Voice Wales Training Schedule. 
Noted by the Members. 

c) Dyfed Powys Police Password advice. 
Noted by the Members. 

d) Electoral Reform Newsletter April 21. 
Noted by the Members. 

e) Emails from Residents living alongside the playground in Jersey Marine. 
It was noted that the Members should not discuss the issue because a Resolution had been made 
regarding this issue in the April 2021 Council Meeting, and to discuss the issue within a 6-month 
period without a Resolution Made with Movement signed by 9 Councillors would contravene the 
Council’s Standing Orders.  However, because the residents had sent numerous emails to the Clerk 
since the Councils decision, the Members decided to address the issues raised in the subsequent 
emails. Cllr APH Davies reported that he had suggested providing a plan for the residents to suggest 
how the residents wished the playground to be laid out.  The Members discussed the issue at 
length.   
Resolved:  That the Resolution not to re-configure the playground taken on the 21stApril 2021 
should remain in place. 

f) Back to Community life & One Voice Wales Event 19th May 2021. 
Noted by the Members. 

g) World Refill Day 
Noted by the Members. 
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1951: Correspondence. 
a) To receive a request from Western Bay Adoption Agency to hold a Fun Day in Skewen Park 

or the Memorial Hall if it is raining with the cost waivered.  
Resolved:  That permission is granted. 

 
Cllr APH Davies 
Mayor 


