
 

 

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 5th October 2021 via MS Teams 

 

Attendance:  Cllrs APH Davies, J Thomas, P Davies, DK Davies, A Wingrave, C Wingrave. 

 

1. Apologies:  Cllr I Ross. 

 

2. To discuss the Finances needed to refurbish 2 tennis courts and make recommendations back 

to Full Council. 

 

The Clerk reminded the Members that Cllr N Harvey had provided an estimate of the costs for 

resurfacing 2 tennis courts along with some additional extras such as playing posts, edging, and fencing 

at the last Council Meeting. The Clerk also reported that Cllr APH Davies was prepared to donate his 

£10,000 Members Fund from NPTCBC, and Cllr M Harvey was able to donate his remaining £8,176 

towards the scheme.  This leaves a shortfall of £4,514 without any of the additional extras such as 

playing posts, edging, and fencing which could cost up to an additional £27,880. The Clerk reported that 

to go through the Members fund and comply with the Council’s own Financial Regulations at least two 

more quotes would be required.  The Members discussed the issue.   

 

It was reported that the damaged wall in the staff compound would need to be repaired before any work 

could commence to establish if the staff still might need the use of one tennis courts before a decision 

could be taken on which courts should be refurbished if it was decided to go ahead with the project.  

The Clerk was asked how much income had been received this year and she reported that only £22.50 

had been received for the year.  It was reported that although the Council do not provide facilities to 

make a profit, this low amount of income provided an indication of the amount of interest in the 

community for the tennis courts.  Cllr DK Davies reported that he had heard that the UK Government 

were investing £18 million in tennis although he was unsure if this money would trickle down to the 

Welsh Government.  It was reported that Neath Tennis Courts had been developed by a community 

group which received the full funding towards the refurbishment of the courts, and that a community 

group could access funds that Councils are unable to access, which could result in no cost to the 

Council.  It was also reported that Neath Tennis Courts are adverting for more people because there had 

not been the uptake they had hoped for, and this raised the question of need within the Neath area.   

 

The Clerk was asked if the person who complained earlier this year was interested in starting a 

community group to raise funds.  The Clerk reported that she had spoken to him on the phone and raised 

this issue with him, and he informed her that he was not prepared to look into starting a community 

group.  It was raised that during the discussions at the Council Meeting earlier this year, Cllr N Harvey 

was asked to find out if there was any interest to start a constituted community group to take over a 

couple of courts.  It was noted that if a constituted community group could be formed quickly, that Cllrs 

APH Davies and Cllr M Harvey could donate their funds to the group, and the community group could 

access additional funding for the rest of the project.  It was suggested that this proposal could be raised 

at the October Meeting, and that a period of one month could be provided to establish any interest in the 

scheme.   

Recommendation:  That the Council asks Cllr N Harvey to find out if there is any interest in forming a 

constituted community group that was prepared to fund raise for the remaining budget to carry out the 

full works and report back to the November Council Meeting so that it could be decided what action 

should be taken. 

 

Cllr J Thomas 

Chair 

 

 

  


