
 

 

COEDFFRANC TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Statutory Meeting of the Hybrid Council Meeting held on Wednesday 20th October 2021. 

 

Attendance: Cllrs APH Davies, A Wingrave, P Davies, J Thomas, K Whitehead, N Harvey, C Wingrave, V 
James, A Lovering. 
 

To receive a short presentation from St Modwens regarding their proposed developments in Coed Darcy. 

Elise Coalter and Mark Thorne provided a presentation.  They reported that the revised proposal would 
offer an additional 1,800 homes in addition to the existing houses and would deliver a retail centre and 
school.  They also reported that they are looking to develop grow areas to make the scheme more 
biodiverse.  Elise and Mark then answered Members queries.  
 

2038: Apologies: Cllrs T Bevan, DK Davies, B Richards, M Harvey, C Fletcher, JS Jones, K Langford. 
 

2039: To receive Declarations of Interest. 
None. 
Additionally, it was noted that no Member that had declared an interest in the last meeting took 
any part in the approval of the minutes for that meeting. 
 

2040: To approve and sign the Minutes of Previous meetings: - 

a) Council Meeting held on 15th September 2021. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 

b) Finance & General Purposes Meeting held on 5th October 2021. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 

c) Personnel Committee Meeting held on 13th October 2021. 
Approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

2041: Matters arising from the minutes. (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
Cllr APH Davies reported that he had been in contact with Stephen Kinnock and Christina Rees regarding 
the Parliamentary Review and voiced concerns that if additional Neath Valley areas are pushed into the 
Neath Ward that Coedffranc could be pushed over to join Swansea.  Cllr APH Davies reported that he was 
very concerned about the prospect of joining the Swansea Ward because Coedffranc has always identified 
with NPTCBC not Swansea.  Cllr APH Davies urged all Members to take part in the Consultation stating their 
preference to remain in the Neath Ward as per the proposal. 

 

2042: To receive and approve the accounts schedule for payments and to select two account numbers 
for a full explanation at the next meeting. 
Accounts were received in the sum of £5,493.96.  Account No’s 1539 and 1547H were selected at random 
for an explanation by the Clerk at the next meeting. Copies of the accounts were circulated by email, and 
the Clerk responded to member’s queries. 
Resolved:  That the payments are approved. 
 

2043: To receive an explanation from the Clerk concerning Account No’s: 1501 and 1503 
The Clerk provided explanations, which were accepted by the Council. 
 
 
            Cont… 
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2044: Planning Applications:  

To receive a Report on Planning Applications that have been dealt with between meetings. 
The information was noted by the Members.  Cllr APH Davies urged Members to view the full proposals 
being made by St Modwen for the Coed Darcy development and participate in the consultation.  
 

2045: To receive a report from any Member concerning meetings at which he or she represented the 
Council. 
Cllr P Davies reported that he had attended the School Governors Meeting.  Cllr A Wingrave and the 
Clerk had met with a member of staff from Network Raid and the Biodiversity Officer for NPTCBC to 
discuss the donation of trees to be placed in Skewen Park because of the cutting along the rail 
tracks that they have to do in the area.  The proposal was for an orchard of apples, pears, plums, 
and cherry which would be in the proximity of the community garden.  In addition, it was proposed 
to have several small groups of trees in the sloping area below the Pen-y-Alley pathway.  It was 
reported that Plans and costings were being prepared which would be brought back to Council.  It 
was suggested that the orchard could be named the Debbie Harvey Orchard in memory of Cllr D 
Harvey.  Cllr Wingrave added that Network Rail would be leading the Comms, but it might be 
possible to arrange something. 
 

2046: To receive a report from the Finance Committee. 
Cllr J Thomas reported on the meeting. The Members discussed the issue.  It was reported that the 
collapsed wall adjoining the tennis courts and the staff compound were a priority due to the H&S of the 
staff.  Cllr A Wingrave reported that she was investigating the grants that Cllr DK Davies had mentioned in 
an earlier meeting.  Cllr N Harvey reported that she had spoken to Emma Jones about the possibility of 
constituting a community group to take over the scheme.  Cllr APH Davies stressed the importance of not 
disturbing the existing drainage of the tennis courts. 
Resolved:  That Cllr N Harvey and Cllr A Wingrave are given two months to investigate starting a 
Community Group to raise the additional funding needed over and above the offers from Cllr APH Davies 
and Cllr M Harvey and report back in the December Council Meeting for the Members to agree any 
necessary actions. 
 

2047: To receive a report from the Personnel Committee. 
Cllr K Whitehead reported on the meeting and the information for items 2 & 3 were noted.  Item 4 was 
discussed in private at the end of the meeting due to its confidential nature. 
 

2048: To receive a Report on QTR 2’s Financial Accounts 2021/22. 
The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved:  That Qtr 2’s Financial Accounts for 2021/22 are approved. 
 

2049: To receive the Aged Debtor Report for Qtr 2 2021.22. 
The information was noted by the Members. 
 

2050: To receive the Vandalism Report for Qtr 2 2021-2022. 
The information was noted by the Members. 
 
 
 

Cont… 
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2051: To receive a request to hold a Football Tournament in Tennant Park including vendors in the car 
park. 
Robert Jenkins attended the meeting and reported that he was looking to launch a pilot event in April next 
year for a Rugby Tournament with 4 to 6 teams plus traveling teams on Sunday 24th April 2022.  He then 
answered Members queries.  It was queried why the event could not be held after the football season had 
finished to free up more parking and allow the use of more fields, but Robert reported that as the rugby 
season finished around the same time as the football season it would not be feasible to hold the 
tournament at a later date.   There were concerns raised about the parking situation and the likely 
complaints from residents living on Wern Road. Robert reported that he was trying to source alternate 
parking in the area.  There were also concerns about allowing vendors to use the car park and Robert 
stated that perhaps they could be housed inside the Rugby Club as a compromise. The Members discussed 
the issue. 
Resolved:  That the issue is deferred to the Estates Committee for further investigation and their 
recommendations. 
 

2052: To receive a decision from the Ombudsman for Wales regarding a complaint from residents in 
Jersey Marine regarding the playground. 
The Members discussed the issue. The Council noted that they had been exonerated from any wrongdoing. 
Resolved:  That the information is noted and kept on record. 

 

2053: To receive the Annual Review of Internal Audit Report 2021 from Cllrs J Thomas and P Davies. 
Cllrs J Thomas and P Davies reported that they were satisfied with everything the Clerk had shown them 
and that all their queries had been fully explained.  The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved:  That the Annual Review of the Internal Audit Report for 2021 is approved. 
 

2054: To receive a request for financial assistance from Ronald McDonald House Cardiff. 
The Members discussed the request. 
Resolved:  That a donation of £200 is made. 
 

2055: To discuss/decide if the event for Remembrance Sunday should go ahead at Carnegie Hall this year 
as raised by Cllr APH Davies. 
Cllr APH Davies queried if the Council wished to proceed with the Service for Remembrance Sunday at 
Carnegie Hall.  Cllr A Wingrave reported that NPTCBC are proceeding with their services outdoors but that 
all indoor activities had been cancelled. The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved:  That the Remembrance Sunday Service should go ahead but only with the external event.  
Carnegie Hall will not be open to the public for tea, Coffee, and biscuits as normal due to Covid. 
 

2056: To discuss/decide upon a request from the Fairground Company to host an event in the car park at 
Skewen Park for a fair and grotto as raised by Cllr Wingrave. 
Cllr A Wingrave reported on the request she had received from the Fairground Company. The Members 
discussed the issue.  Cllr Wingrave suggested that some of the unused Festival Budget could be spent on 
lights to decorate the trees which would run from generators that the fair ground provide.  Cllr A Wingrave 
also suggested trying to arrange the sleigh with Santa for the event. 
Resolved:  That permission is granted for the Fairground Company to host an event in the car park at 
Skewen Park and that some of the Festival Budget is used for lights to decorate the trees to make it more 
festive for the event and that the sleigh availability is investigated once a date has been provided by the 
Fairground company.           Cont…. 
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2057: To receive/discuss and email received from Stephen Kinnock MP. 
The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved:  That the Clerk responds informing Stephen Kinnock MP of all the actions already undertaken 
and provide a copy of the Ombudsman findings. 
 
2058: To discuss/decide which area to start the next row of graves in Coedffranc Cemetery. 
The Clerk requested that this item is deferred due to a forthcoming Consultation Document from DEFRA 
which will be placed on the next Agenda.  
Resolved:  That this issue be deferred. 

 

2059: To discuss/decide which 5 Members plus the Mayor should be invited to attend the November 
Council Meeting at the Memorial Hall. 
The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved:  That Cllrs APH Davies, B Richards, A Lovering, P Davies and K Langford are able to attend in 
person with the remaining Members staying on-line. 
 

2060: To discuss/decide how the Council should replace the loss of a member of grounds staff due to a 
resignation. 
The Clerk reported on the issue. The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved:  That the issue is deferred to the Personnel Committee for further discussions and their 
recommendations back to Full Council. 
 

2061: The following documents were circulated by email for the members 
information/consultation/approval during the last month. 

a) Changing for the Future in Swansea Bay University Health Board engagement. 
b) Countryside Code survey. 
c) The Public Ombudsman for Wales Consultation on Principles of Good Administration and 

Good Records Management. 
d) Consultation on local taxes for second homes and self-catering accommodation. 
e) Farmer and Landowner Survey from Natural Resources Wales.  
f) Planning Aid Wales training information. 
g) Independent Remuneration Panel Draft Annual Report 2022/2023. 
h) Welsh Government policy advice for TAN 15 Development, Flooding and Coastal erosion. 
i) Neighbourhood Police Officers contact details. 
j) Welsh Government Councillor Survey. 
k) Presentation from the Leader of NPTCBC. 
 

Resolved: That all items are noted or approved as appropriate. 
 

2062: Correspondence. 
None. 
 
            Cont… 
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2063: To resolve to exclude the public and press in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100, the meeting 
is open to the public to attend as observers except where excluded by resolution of the Town Council by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, so it is advisable in the public interest 
that the press and public are excluded from the remainder of the meeting. 
Resolved:  That the press and public are excluded from the Meeting. 
 
To discuss item 2047 (4) 
Wendy Thomas and Louise Thomas left the room during the discussions. 
The Members discussed the issue. 
Resolved: That the Council should progress the issue as per the sub-committee’s recommendations. 
 
 
Cllr APH Davies 
Mayor 


