
 

 

COEDFFRANC TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 12th January 2022. 
 
Attendance: Cllrs J Thomas, P Davies, A Wingrave, C Wingrave, DK Davies. 
 
1. Apologies:  Cllrs APH Davies, I Ross. 
 
2. To receive Qtr 3’s accounts. 
Recommendation:  That Qtr 3’s accounts are approved. 
It was noted that the Bank Statements have been signed by the Mayor of the Council and 
agree with the figures provided in the bank reconciliation.  Additionally, it was noted that 
the interest accumulated in the Nat West bank account is only added annually into the 
Annual Accounts. 
 
3. To receive details of Aged Debtors. 
The information was noted by the Members.  It was recommended to get a solicitors letter 
send the outstanding Access License fee for 119 Crymlyn Road. 
 
4. To receive details of vandalism during the Qtr. 
The information was noted by the Members. 
 
5.  To discuss/set Fees & Charges for the 2022/23 Financial Year. 
This item was deferred to the February Full Council Meeting. 
 
6.  To discuss/set the Budget and Precept for the 2021/22 Financial Year. 
The Clerk reported on the financial implications of the expected NJC pay award would have 
on the salary budget.  The Clerk reported that based on estimates of 2% uplift for the staff 
there would be an increase in the net salary budget by £11,762 on the previous financial 
year. The Clerk reported that the estimated pension and NI costs to the Council for the 
2022/23 financial year would increase by £4,386 on the previous financial year due to a 
1.5% uplift of NI Contributions, additional staff joining the pension scheme, and because 
they are impacted by the above pay award and increases in pension costs.   There is also an 
Agency contingency sum of £3,000 to cover any absences. This gives an overall salary 
budget increase of £19,148. 

 
The Clerk reported that the Monitoring Officer from NPTCBC had advised to budget £6,500 
for the Elections in May 2022. 
 
The Clerk reported that the only things that could be reduced in the revenue budget 
without affecting services or staff would be the grants budget, the Civic Expenses budget, 
and the Christmas lights.  The Members discussed the issue and agreed that the Christmas 
Lights should remain, the grants budget would be reduced to £600 for the year and the Civic 
Expenses would be reduced from £2,500 to £700 for the Mayors Allowance as per the 
recommendations of the Public Remuneration Panel and there would be no budget for the 
Civic Dinner. 
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The Clerk reported on the current year’s Capital Budget and Earmarked Reserves: - 
 
The Clerk reported that the 2021/22 capital budget of £4,492 had not been spent.  
Additionally, the Clerk reminded the Members that Jersey Marine Community Centre had 
been sold and an amount of £71,000 had been received and is held in reserves. 

 
A Nil % increase to each household would give the Council a shortfall to the 2022/23 budget 
of £15,473 with no Capital budget.  To balance the budget the Council would need to 
increase the Precept to between 4%. 

 
The Members decided to recommend that there is a Nil % increase to the taxpayer, which 
would give an overall Precept from NPTCBC of £411,994.  It was also recommended that 
there should be a Budget Steering Group formed to investigate ways of increasing income 
and reducing the outgoing costs consisting of the Mayor, Chair of F&G and Chair of Estates. 

 
Ear marked reserves carried forward 2021/22 
Flooring in Caewathan Community Centre £3,275 
 
The Clerk reminded the Members that a 3-year Insurance Contract had been negotiated on 
behalf of the Council which the Members had recommended approving. 
 
The Clerk presented a list of payments that are made by Direct Debit/Standing Order/BACS 
on a monthly/quarterly basis for annual approval.  The costs listed below are current costs 
and are liable to occasional increases. 
Direct Debits   Description     Monthly 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Carnegie Hall   £321 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Memorial Hall  £265 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Coedffranc Cemetery  £171 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Crymlyn Burrows CC  £96 
Neath Port Talbot Council Council Tax for Caewathan CC  £139 
Sage UK Ltd   Software Licence and support  £185.56 
Pitney Bowes   Rental & Maintenance Franking Machine £91 qtr 
Howard Finance Ltd  Telephone Network System   £137.76qtr 
Vodafone   Mobile      £43.76 
Handypay   Card Payment Machine   £11.99 
Croner    HR Software & Support/Advice  £187 
BACS 
Wages    Monthly Salaries for staff   Varies. 
Standing Orders 
Aubergine   Website maintenance and support  £837 annum 
Caewathan CC   Community Centre monthly allowance £100.00 
Crymlyn Burrows CC  Community Centre monthly allowance  £65.00 
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The Members approved the D/D, BACS and Standing Order payments for the next financial 
year. 
 
Resolved:  That there is a Nil % increase to the taxpayer, and that all the other 
recommendations are approved.   
 
 
Cllr J Thomas  
Chair 
 


